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Aristotle was certainly permanently right when he said
that " any occupation or art or study deserves to be called
mechanical if it renders the body or soul or intellect of free
persons unfit for the exercise and practice of excellence."
The force of the statement is almost infinitely increased when
we hold, as we nominally do at present, that all persons,
instead of a comparatively few, are free. For when the mass
of men and all women were regarded as unfree by the very
nature of their bodies and minds, there was neither intellectual
confusion nor moral hypocrisy in giving them only the train-
ing which fitted them for mechanical skill, irrespective of its
ulterior effect upon their capacity to share in a worthy life.
He was permanently right also when he went on to say that
" all mercenary employments as well as those which degrade
the condition of the body are mechanical, since they deprive
the intellect of leisure and dignity," — permanently right,
that is, if gainful pursuits as matter of fact deprive the
intellect of the conditions of its exercise and so of its dignity.
If his statements are false, it is because they identify a phase
of social custom with a natural necessity. But a different
view of the relations of mind and matter, mind and body,
intelligence and social service, is better than Aristotle's con-
ception only if it helps render the old idea obsolete in, fact—
in the actual conduct of life and education.
Aristotle was permanently right in assuming the inferiority
and subordination of mere skill in performance and mere
accumulation of external products to understanding, sympa-
thy of appreciation, and the free play of ideas. If there was
an error, it lay in assuming the necessary separation of
the two: in supposing that there is a natural divorce be-
tween efficiency in producing commodities and rendering
service, and self-directive thought; between significant
knowledge and practical achievement. We hardly better
matters if we just correct his theoretical misapprehension,
and tolerate the social state of affairs which generated and

